


Road in San Marcos Pass and the Southern Pacific Railroad between Saugus
junction and Goleta in 1887. The single men also labored in the vegetable
farms, toiled in hand laundries, and tended the gardens. In resort hotels and
private homes, they served as houseboys and cooks. Merchants provided the
basic needs of this labor force. Around 1865, Ah Lim opened a cookhouse
(restaurant) on State Street to feed the hungry workers. Many Yee clansmen
settled in Santa Barbara on the Gold Coast of California.

Santa Barbara’s Chinatown

The first Chinese residents arrived in Santa Barbara in about 1863.
As they became settled, they operated stores, restaurants, and laundries.
Early Santa Barbara Chinatown was formed on the three blocks of East
Cafion Perdido Street, around State Street—the City’s main street—and
Anacapa Street. Wooden 2-story buildings housed storefront businesses with
apartments and gambling halls on the upper floor. At its peak, about 500
Chinese lived and worked in Chinatown.
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Old Chinatown Santa Barbara.
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Gip Wah Yee, Wah Hing Chung Laundry

The ancestor of the Yee family was the Reverend Chung-Sheung Yee, a
prominent personage of the Northern Sung Dynasty. Jung Nim Yee was
born about 1841 in Ung Yung Lee Village of Hoyping District in the fertile
Pearl River Delta. In 1862 on a sailing ship from Hong Kong to the Port of
San Francisco, he arrived in Gum Saan. Jung Nim Yee was a tailor on 715
1/2 DuPont Street in San Francisco Chinatown at Hing Gee Company.

He married Soo Hoo Shee in 1874. They lived in an apartment on 723
Sacramento Street. Gip Wah Yee, a son, was born in 1877. After the deaths
of his father in 1881 and his mother in 1890, Uncle Jung Gim Yee, a
laundryman, took Gip Wah Yee to Santa Barbara in 1890. Later, Gip Wah
Yee was a cook in Stockton, California, and in Williams, Arizona.

Gip Wah Yee returned to Santa Barbara in 1901 to work as a French
cook at the famous Arlington Hotel. He bought Wah Hing Chung Laundry
(established in 1897) at 21 West Carillo Street in 1907. In 1925, he moved
the laundry to a wood building on 113 West De la Guerra Street.

Gip Wah Yee and family in China.
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Chinese at First Presbyterian Church.

Jimmie Young, in San Francisco in 1952. Chester completed his business
education at the University of California, Santa Barbara.

Chester worked for the state’s Division of Workers Compensation. He
later practiced with a private law firm. Helen was an office manager for the
Los Angeles Unified School District. Mabel worked for Teledyne. Ada was
a homemaker. Their mother, Yee Quong Shee, died in Los Angeles in 1977.
She is buried at Forest Lawn Memorial Park in Hollywood Hills. There are
18 grandchildren of Gip Wah Yee and Yee Quong Shee.

Sun Yoke Tong, Sun Tong Laundry

From Ung Yung Village, Sun Yoke Tong arrived in 1921 to the Port
of Seattle on the S.S. Keystone, a steamer, from Hong Kong. He was the
“paper son” of Woo Ying Tong of Los Angeles. He eventually arrived in
Santa Barbara Chinatown to be with Gip Wah Yee, his uncle.

During the early years, Sun Yoke Tong lived and worked at the Wah
Hing Chung Laundry. With his meager savings, Sun Yoke Tong established
Sun Tong Laundry in downtown in 1938. Woo Ying Tong, his “paper
father,” founded the Cantonese Chinese Noodle Factory in Little Tokyo of
Los Angeles. The business later became the Peking Noodle Company.

Gum Saan Journal 2014 59






Church. Rose and Lily latter attended Santa Barbara City College. Wallace
graduated from the University of California, Santa Barbara in Goleta.

The older daughter, Seen Hoy Tong, arrived in 1952 at the Port of San
Francisco on the S.S. Wilson from Hong Kong. She briefly attended Santa
Barbara Junior High School. In 1955, she married Gim Suey Chong of Los
Angeles and gave birth to two sons, Raymond and Michael. Our Chong
family frequently visited Santa Barbara which included lavish meals and
excursions to the beaches, parks, and Mission Santa Barbara.

Bachelor Society at Sun Tong Laundry.

Sun Yoke Tong’s laundry was his first step to his American Dream. The
first laundry was located at 30 West Cota Street on the westside of State
Street in downtown. Sun Tong Laundry moved to 26 East Ortega Street
on the eastside of State Street in 1946. With their frugal savings, Sun Yoke
Tong and Quan Tuey Hai Tong brought several properties in Santa Barbara.
They built a small real estate empire. In the summer of 1967, they retired to
live their golden years in Mount Washington of Los Angeles. Sun Yoke Tong
died in 1988 and is buried at Forest Lawn Memorial Park in Glendale with
Quan Tuey Hai Tong, who died in 1996. They had eight grandchildren.
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drinks in the bar. Tommy operated Jimmy’s Oriental Gardens Restaurant as
a venerable comfort station and watering hole for the eclectic community
until Saturday evening, July 26, 2006.

During his
retirement, Tommy
enjoyed travels with
Julie, his wife. He
treasured Andy,
his handsome son,
and Eng, his pretty
daughter-in-law.
Tommy adored
Nicholas, his grandson.
On Monday, July 29,
2013, Tommy passed
away after a valiant
battle against cancer. Tommy Yee Chung.

Reflection

The last vestige of Santa Barbara Chinatown is preserved at the old
Jimmy’s Oriental Gardens Restaurant. In front, a stony tile plaque
acknowledges the transitory presence of the Chinese community in Santa
Barbara. The Santa Barbara Trust for Historic Preservation is preserving and
interpreting the primal remnants of Chinatown.

In particular, the Yee Clan of Ung Yung Village in Hoyping played
a major part in the world of the Chinese in Santa Barbara. Gip Wah
Chung, Sun Yoke Tong, James Yee Chung, Tommy Yee Chung, and their
descendants added to the vibrant tapestry of the Chinese community. The
Wah Hing Chung Laundry, Sun Tong Laundry, and Jimmy’s Oriental
Gardens Restaurant briefly dotted the panorama of Santa Barbara. The Yee
Clan left a family legacy in Santa Barbara Chinatown.

Editor’s Note: Ella Yee Quans article, “Santa Barbara Chinatown, The Early
Years,” is in CHSSC’s Bridging the Centuries.
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